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PRO SOUND NEWS EUROPE

Established Far Eastern manufacturer seeks to penetrate new broadcast and post markets

Qolle on European quest

EXCLUSIVE: Japanese manutactur-
er Tamura Corporation is ser o
make a bhid for a share of the
European pro audio marker from
May with its Qolle brand of profes-
sional studio equipment. As

the first step
in its stragc-
gy, the com-
pany  has
signed dis-
tribution
deals with
Paris-based
Tapages and Orari
Eurape.

Otari will distribute
Qolle in Germany, Switzerland and
Austria, Tamura also expects to sign
up additional distributors in [ealy,
Spain and Scandinavia before July.

The company hopes the move
will allow it to recreate its success
in Japan in the European market,

Since it firat moved into the pro
andio marker 35 years ago, Tamura
has secured a 60% marker share in
its native market since the Quolle
brand was first introduced into the
Japanese market in 1999, The
Qolle “lem’ range, specifi-
cally developed for
the expor
market, is tar-
geted at
broadcast,
puost-produc-
tion, film and
ather pro andio appli-
cations, and is used by a
number of the major

Japanese broadcasters,

Tamura will introduce the Qaolle
izm125 Digital Poreable Mixer
{shown here), the izm 808 System
Controller and the 1zm 701 2-chan-
nel valve preamp into the European
market. It will also launch the new

izm#18 VD Recorder at AES Berlin,

There are a number of existing
Qolle users Europe, including
Ambient Recording, Maobil Ton
Colesne and Beli Studio in Frankfurt,
A number of consales were also sup-
plied to Hessischer Rundfunk ar the
end of February this vear,

At home, the company recently
provided Mippen TV with a com-
plete andio and communications
systems for 20 studios ar its Tokyo
head otfice and also mstalled aodio
and communications cguipment in
six major studios ar Tokyo-based
TV Asahi’s HO).

“Qolle products are not designed
and made for the mass marker, But
the demanding customer will always
look for the heteer product — and here
Qulle can offer very good value for
the money,” said Chris Wiedenbeck
of CW Audio Consultants, Wieden-
beck is acting as Tamura’s consultant

during its move into the European
markerplace,

The izm1235 Dagital Portable
Mixer is an eight-channel batiery-
powered digital mixer designed for
location-hased 5.1 surmound record-
ing. Especially designed for film, che
system features 10 scene memaories
and two FireWire ports supporming
mLan on cne cable thar will plug
straight into a laptop for an eight-
track recording. Tamura worked
closely with sound designer Frank
Serafine to develop functionality,
sofrware control and operational
aspects of the system,

The 1zmB0a System Controller,
developed from the company’s orig-
inal SRX series of system con-
trollers, provides video and audio
synchronisation for the audio pose
privduction industry.

The vem 700 is a 2-channel valve
preamp, with selectable inputs for
Mic or Line signals, as well as for
AESEBLU signals, It supports bath
analogue and digital outpurs, £3
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Digidesign goes large

US: Since its announcement at
Frankfurt, Digidesign's new I[CON,
Integrared Console, has been a hot
topic of conversation in the pro
audio community,

Featuring the all-new D-Contral
work surface (pictured|, a Pro Tools
HI} Accel card bank as its core DSP
engine, modular HD audio incer-
faces for analogue and digical 170,
and natively equipped for up o 7.1
channel surround production, the
[COMN system will be lauded by many
as the next hig thing. At a lower price
paint than raditional large format
analogue and digital consoles, the
TCON offers Pro Tools users a com-
pletely integrared environment and
the tactile workseation on which 1o
customize control functions,

nel to the surface. *Currently, the
rargeted markets are music produc-
tion, TV and film post-production,
and some applications in live
sound,”  says  Rich  MNevens,
Digidesign’s newly appointed
Director of Worldwide
Console Sales, Despire
its physical unveil-
ing at April's NAR
Convention, Nevens
says, “We're not
really going afrer
the broadcast mar-
ket mght now.™
The ICOMN system hirs
the recording market at a time
of particular change, where
maore than ever, a profitable busi-
ness model for the commuercial so-

priced at $59,995, and comes with
the external XMON analogue mon-
itoring section, which provides
access to multiple control room
monitors and headphone and cue
subsystems, The HD3 Accel system,
with 192 IO, 96is, and remote mic
pres, must be purchased separarely,
bringing the base ICON price up 1o
580,000, Additional 16-channel
hlacks can be purchased for
$29.995, expanding
the D-Control
up  to 80
faders wide.
For those
wha'll view
the 1CON as
an expanded
Pro  Toaols
controller such
as the FPro
Canrrol, Mevens
1,|i.\i'|i'|si. Aoy large

sysLem, the @
ICOM is really
no different than
what the big dig-
ital console man-
ufacturers have
been selling for
the last few
vears, And, from  Martin - Bennett:
an  ergonomic  heading up Europe's
standpoing, [-  Direct Division
Conerol takes a

big step above where Fro Concrol
used to be, adding so much cus-
romisable funceionality to each
channel.”

Meanwhile, the Digidesign
European HO) has set up the Direct
Divison to take responsibility for all
ICOMM sales in the European region
{Earope, Scandimavia, The Middle
Fast and Advicad Formier Diggdisipn
EMUEA  wales  managen,  Marmin
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